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Protection for Air Chair,
Wakeboard or Slalom Skiing

Gath headgear from Australia provides SN

lightweight, comfortable protection with -
unrestricted peripheral vision. The high- " Sl
tech polycarbonate shell guards against &
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from wind, sun, water and glare. The Wakeboard Report rated Gul

flexible frame and premium Extreme the warmest 4mm
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lenses are Titanium lining and the
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limits water entry
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his newsletter keeps getting

better. Most of that is because

of you! More people sent
photos and stories for this issue than
ever before. That’s why this is our
biggest issue to date! When more peo-
ple get involved Flight becomes more
of an accurate reflection of what the
sport truly is. While this is the first
time we have heard from top riders
like Geno Yauchler, Chip Reihl, and
Scott Honkala, there are still plenty
more riders out there who need to con-
tribute. Keep the pictures and stories
coming! The most exciting thing of all
is that this sport is growing, and people
everywhere are excited to ride.

'@ Klarmehs , D.c .
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Fly-Ins

After a few years of no Fly-ins, this
year had several. Major Fly-Ins
were held this year in Crane Lake,
Canada, the Brazos River, TX, and
on the Parker Strip, AZ. A couple
other smaller ones took place.
These good time gatherings are im-
portant for foilers, and were largely
successful beacuse of the Hydrofoil
Listbot (see story this quarter).

Here’s a report from the Texas Fly-
In by Todd Kyser:

Well, the Texas fly-in is over. :(

It was great! We had perfect
weather all weekend. Some of the
highlights included Mike's cabin
cruiser that throws a 3’ roller (at
least), I landed a few big back rolls
off of it. Jon stuck one double D
after another and then went for a
TRIPLE. It ended up being two
and a half. Thomas Freemen, a lo-
cal rider who goes huge, came 1/8
of a revolution from

made me tired just watching. 10
year old Katy worked her way up to
clearing both wakes on her jumps,
and the best video clip in my book
is 4 year old Ivan, who got a big
cheer from the beach, then looked
over and gave them a big thumbs
up. Two riders to look for in the
future are DJ and Dustin (DMV).
Don't get me wrong about that fu-
ture part, these two are really good
now. The thing is, they have
learned a lot in a short time and
most important, they ride together
and push each other, so I bet they
continue to progress fast.

I'd like to thank everyone who
helped us to put this thing on:

Air Chair, Waterski America,

riding away from a
double gainer, and
Leland Speed threw
several FRONTS off
of this monster
wake, and rode away
from a few of them.
I wish I got a better
chance to meet Le-
land but he was fly-
ing his Air Chair at
tree top level all
weekend. This guy

photos: Mike August

was sailing through
the air non-stop, he

The Fly In on the Brazos Brought Riders
Together From All Over the Country

Discramer: The athletics depicted in this publication are performed by trained athletes in controlled conditions. Hydrofoiling has inherent risks, and injuries,
including disability and death could occur. Do not rely on this publication as your only source of hydrofoiling, watersports, and/or training information. Always
follow manufacturers” and local rules and regulations. Do not attempt any of these maneuvers without the proper supervision and safety equipment. The pub-
lisher, editor, and writers accept no responsibility for the information contained herein. Every effort has been made to present factual information.



Flitz Polishing Products, Murray’s,
Air Junky for putting up an info !
page for us, Kody Moore for de- |
signing the shirts, Paul Hicks and
his wife Denise for doing all the
grocery shopping and cooking, and
everyone who brought a boat (I
counted 16 boats with either an ex-
tended pylon or a tower!).
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I'd also like to send out a HUGE
thank you to Mike and Barbie for
letting us use their place on the
river. They welcomed all these
strangers with open arms and in-
vited us all back next year. I also
must thank the riders. There was
some really awesome foiling talent
on the Brazos River that weekend,
but regardless of talent, there were
some really great people. It was
really great to meet the people
from the listbot (several times be-
fore I got their names down) and
put faces to the names I've been
reading about. And on that note 1
have to add that we would all
never have heard of each other if it |
weren't for the list, so thanks Bill.

There were so many riders there,
my only regret is that there were
many people I didn't get much
chance to talk to and ride with.
Over all, I think it was a great
event and I am looking forward to
next year!

For more pics & video clips go to:

www.airjunky.com/brazos/

/ Flight Worlds 2000 Update

(hletworks who are interested in broadcasting the event this year.
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Exciting news for big air fans: the
Flight Worlds 2000 will feature 3 of
the most extreme air sports. Hydro-
foiling, Wakeboarding, and Freestyle
Motocross will be headlining the
show. Of course some incredible ex-
hibitions are planned too. The tenta-
tive dates are in September (we are
waiting to avoid conflict with other
related events). The site is the same
as last year; the Lake Elsinore inlet
channel at the crossroads of Southern
California. Hydrofoiling will be the
main focus with practice on Thursday
and qualifiers (Free Ride) starting
Friday. More riders than ever will
qualify into the finals! We will be
adding at least one new class
(juniors: up to 18) We are also think-
ing about a women’s novice (depends
on number of pro women'’s entries).
Look for the Spring 2000 Flight for a
complete update on rules, divisions,
and a complete trick list (new tricks
must be submitted and in the Spring
2000 Flight to be used in the Tricks format at the Worlds).

Over $5,000 in cash and prizes will be up for grabs to hydrofoilers.
Wakeboarding will be run a bit different this year. 4-6 pro riders will be auto-
matically seeded into the semi-finals on Saturday. The balance of the field will
qualify from a challenge round held on Wednesday. The survivors will ride for
cash on Sunday. The boarders who go the biggest will also be invited to partic-
ipate in the “Unlimited” Big Air Contest (foils & wakeboards).

Freestyle Motocross is an exciting new discipline for this year’s Flight Worlds
(X-games format). The sport was pioneered in the SoCal area, and the world’s -
best moto riders live in the surrounding area. Brian Deegon is leading the way
and five more of the sport’s elite will be in flight on Saturday and Sunday.
Ramps and dirt ramp landings will be made, and these guys will be ready to go
off! The Moto site is directly adjacent to the watersports area.

NEW & IMPROVED!
Flight Worlds 2000

It also looks very good for TV this year. We are currently in contact with sev-
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This will be the biggest hydrofoiling event to date, so don’t miss it!




Homebuilt

About four years ago I saw a picture
of the original Air Chair in a maga-
zine and thought it was really cool.
Coming from a constructionf/engi-
neering background I thought it
would be fun to try and make one. 1
talked about the idea with my brother
Nick, who is a carpenter by trade,
and we began working on it, While I
had some of the ideas on how it could
be done, it was my brother who made
it all happen. I have to give full credit
for the construction of our first home-
built to him.
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time it was my dad, who is

also a carpenter by trade,
that provided the hands on
skills.

The deck of our second
home built is made from a
standard 2x12. We cut 9

individual pieces out of the
2x12 to make it curved, and

then laminated them to-

gether similar to a butcher block.
This curved shape was a huge im-

The deck of our
first homebuilt is
actually made
from two water
skis that were cut
down and spliced
together. If you
were to look at
the deck now you
would think it
was actually one
piece of wood.
The metal parts,
including the
foils, T-bar and seat assembly are all
made from grade 6061 aluminum.
The seat itself is the type of seat you
would buy for a fishing boat. The
boots are simply 1/8” thick rubber
loops without heel straps and the belt
is similar to what you would find on
an older model kneeboard. Since we
did not know the specifics on the an-
gle that the foils should be in relation
to the deck, we allowed the deck to
pivot in relation to the T-bar to allow
for different angles. I'm happy to say
that after four years of riding our first
homebuilt is still going strong and
still turning heads on Devil’s Lake in
Michigan.

This summer I was excited when I
was given the opportunity to ride an
older version of an Air Chair. After
riding it, and looking at it closely, 1
realized I could improve on my
homebuilt version. Once again
though, I can not take full credit for
building our second homebuilt. This

Jamle Flying Hls Design...
Inverts Coming Soon!

take it apart). Once again
we used 6061 aluminum,
The boots are still the
same rubber, but now we
are experimenting with
different types of heel
straps or ankle leashes.
The seat belt is made from
an emergency tow strap
with Velcro adjustments
and an airplane seat
buckle for quick release.
We completed this second
homebuilt on Labor Day
weekend this past summer
and the first time out I was
able to get huge jumps
right away (huge for us
anyway). It rides smooth
when cruising (22-25
mph) and recovers well
after jumps. I have begun
attempting dismount gain-

provement over our
original homebuilt be-
cause it allowed us to
recover from sudden
drops, which had usu-
ally resulted in face
plants. The second
biggest improvement
was the T-bar attached
to the deck and seat
assembly with two ball
bearing spring pins.
You simply pull those
two pins and the whole
thing comes apart (our
first model required wrenches to

Homebuilt Foils For Fun And Enjoyment

ers on it which has prompted me to
come up with some sort of heel straps
since I practically flew out the first
time I attempted one.

All in all it has been very rewarding
making and riding these homebuilts.
It has also been rewarding seeing oth-
ers ride them as well (as long as they
don’t get better than me!). Almost all
my friends have tried them and most
have done very well. As I said before,
I'm addicted to hydrofoiling now.
While I'm sure I'll own an Air Chair
or Sky Ski sometime in the future,
I'll always have my A2K.

(Antoszew “ski” 2000)

Jamie Antoszewski

Jrantos @ cai-engr.com

Upcoming Events

3-30/ 4-2, 2000 “Florida Fly- ln“
Lake Placid, FL (off Hwy
Lakeshore Resort 863-465-2135 {:m site)
or Ramada 863-465-3133 (1 min. by car)
Mention “Florida Fly In™ [ Airports: Orlando,
Tampa, Fort Myers, or West Palm Beach
Phil Dixon 561-432-7747

June 8-12, 2000 "The Tennessee Fly-In"
Byrdstown, TN (off Hwy 111)
Sunset Marina & Resort 931-864-3146
Houseboats, Cabins, Camping
Steve McCrary: 615-865-2359
Mark Pilkinton: 615-860-0918
Rob Plamondon: 931-528-2441

Sepr., 2000; “Flight Worlds”
Lake Elsinore, CA

Join the Flight Emailer for more detailed info
and links for all these events:

hopro @ez2.net




